DAUPHIN ISLAND Natural and Historical Resources

Comprehensive Plan

& Chapter 6 &8

%ral and q%)oric @;sources

Dauphin Island’s natural and historical resources define the
character and identity of the Town and are the foremost reasons
why tourists and residents are attracted to the Island.  ‘The
Town is committed to the preservation of its unique historical
and cultural resources and works with the Dauphin Island Park
and Beach Board and the Dauphin Island Property Owner’s
Association to ensure these facilities and locations are propetly
protected.

The Natural and Historical Resources Chapter provides an
inventory and assessment of natural and historical assets and
proposes tecommendations and strategies to preserve and
enhance their existence. Natural resources include the Island’s
coastal resources, topography, hydrology, soils, forests, wetlands
and natural habitats and wildlife. Historical resources include
the Island’s historic buildings, sites, and landmarks that

help define the identity and character of Dauphin Island.

Natural Resources
Topography and Climate

The Town of Dauphin Island is located on Dauphin Island, Alabama’s only barrier island. The
Island itself is a natural resource with an abundance of sensitive and diverse ecosystems.

The Island only consists of 6.2 square miles of land with the rest composed of marsh lands and
coastal waters. The Mississippi Sound and Mobile Bay are located three miles north of the Island.
The Island’s eastern tip helps to define the mouth of Mobile Bay. The Gulf of Mexico is located
south of the Island. The Island is approximately 14 miles long and 1 % miles wide at the widest
point, which is the eastern portion of the Island. The wider east end of the Island consists of thick
stands of pine trees while the narrow west end consists of scrub growth and few trees. The west
end of the Island is known for its beautiful rolling sand dunes and pristine white beaches. The north
portions of the Island on the Mississippi Sound consists of sensitive marsh lands and wetland
habitats that serve as the nurserics and breeding grounds for many aquatic and terrestrial animals.
"These salt marshes, tidal flats, and maritime forests house the Gulf Coast’s oystets, shrimps, crabs,
and mussels that support the local seafood industry as well as provide food for larger sea life and
coastal animals.
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Figure 32: Maritime forest on the ~ 'The topography of Dauphin Island, like most all bartier
Tsland islands, is characterized by flat terrain, lacking any slope,
that is at or slightly above sea level. Barrier islands also
shift, change shape, and “roll over” in response to ocean
tides, cutrents, and storms. Figures 32, 33 & 34 illustrate
the island’s topography.

The interior portions of the eastern end of the Island
have not substantially changed in shape or form for many
decades. However, the exterior, coastal, portions of the
east end have changed in shape and form from manmade
and natural events. Studies indicate that the Gulf
fronting beaches ate naturally eroding. Hurricanes and
tropical storms expedite this process and result in severe
beach erosion and property loss to propetty owners on
the Gulf. The Town of Dauphin Island and local
residents are working with local, state, and federal entities
to find a solution to this ongoing problem.

Sonrce: SARPC

Figute 33: Island coastal wetland

Dauphin Island has a marine subtropical
climate characterized by mild winters and
hot, humid summers. Summers are long
with ait temperature averages of 80°F.
Winters are short and moderate with an
average temperature of 54°F. The average
annual rainfall is 64.4 inches with most of the
precipitation occutring in the summer
months. Ovwerall, the Gulf Stream keeps
temperatures on the Island moderate and
breezes from the ocean keep the climate
pleasant year round.

Sonrce: SARPC
Figure 34 illustrates the topography of Dauphin Island. Elevations on the Island vary from 0 to 6

feet above sea level resulting in frequent flooding from tides, waves, and storms.

Water Resources

Surrounding Waters

The watets surrounding Dauphin Island influence every aspect of the community’s existence from
the shape of the Island and beaches, to the health and sustainability of the natural resources, to the
economic stability of the Town and property owners. The Mississippi Sound separates the Island
from inland Mobile County and communitics like Bayou La Batre and provides critical habitat for
the fishing and seafood industries. The eastern tip of the Island helps form the mouth of Mobile
Bay which extends inland to the City of Mobile and other communities along the eastern shores of
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Alabama and serves as a world kaown shipping channel for freight transit. ‘The south beaches of the
Island extend into the Gulf of Mexico and serve as a bartier to the forces of the ocean including
hutricanes and tropical storms and serve as a toutist attraction to thousands of tourists every year.
Thercfore, the health of these water resources is vital to the economic and social existence of the
Island community.

Water quality protection through local ordinances as it pertains to Island development is necessary
to prevent adverse impact to these resources. Storm water management regulations should be
adopted in the Town’s Zoning Ordinance to prevent nonpoint source pollution. This includes
encoutaging property developers to utilize Low Impact Development techniques within their
construction and to limit the creation of impervious surfaces within the development. Poor water
quality will result in the loss of the plants and animals that support the fishing and seafood
industries. Poor water quality will also significantly decrease the recreational appeal of the water,
thus devastating the local tourist economy, local businesses, and property values.

The Island has two freshwater lakes. One is located in the Audubon Bird Sanctuary and the other is
at the Dauphin Island Country Club on the golf course. This surface water is susceptible to storm
water runoff and should be protected from adverse impact from development.

Sofls

Soil suitability is a key factor in determining agtricultural productivity and the best and most cost
efficient locations for new development. Factors such as drainage, eroston, land use, and watetshed
management are affected by soil types. There is only one general soil association found on Dauphin
Island, the Axis-Lafitte, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service.
This type of soil is neatly level, very pootly drained, loamy mineral soils and organic soils; formed in
loamy marine sediments and thick herbaceous plant remains on coastal marshes. Iigure 35 illustrates
the soil association of Dauphin Island.

Poor storm water management impacts the health of all surface waters on the Island as well as the
quality of the groundwater aquifer. The Town’s drainage ditches create health and safety issues
across the Island. These facilities also collect a great deal of litter and debuis resulting in blocked
water flow.

In addition to local protection efforts, County, State, and Federal initiatives should ensure the
protection of the water quality of these resources. It will take several years before scientist can
accurately assess the damage from the Deep Water Hotizon Oil Spill Disaster of 2010 on these
water resources and their associated habitats and industties.

Drinking Water Supply

Dauphin Isiand Water and Sewer Authority (DIWSA) provides the Island with its potable water
supply.  Chaptet 8 of this Plan, Community Facilities and Services, identifies the current
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groundwater wells and the service capacity of the system. The groundwater aquifers of Dauphin
Island serve as its sole source for drinking water. Due to the topography of the island, the current
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drinking water supply is also affected by the threat of saltwater intrusion. DIWSA has recently
upgraded its water treatment facility to eliminate salt water intrusion through reverse osmosis
methods and eliminate this potential threat.

Like surface waters of coastal areas, groundwater resources must also be protected through local
regulations from threats of pollution and saltwater intrusion. DIWSA developed and implemented a
Well Head Protection Plan in 1983 to protect this vital resource, and the town supported this effort
by adopting a Well Head Protection Ordinance (Ordinance 12) in 1989. The Town should
encourage consetvation-based development practices such as low-impact development methods.

Air Quality

Dauphin Island's toutist population can triple resident population numbers during peak seasons.
The Island experiences many day toutists as well. The use of personal motor vehicles contribute up
to 70% of ozone-forming emissions in developed areas. Ozone levels also increase with heat and
are the highest in summer months. The lack of adequate tree canopies creates pockets of increased
air temperatures over paved areas. The Island has purchased two public transit buses and has
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established an Tsland transit route. This will dectease Island traffic congestion and improved the
overall air quality of the Island.

Vegetation

Very little natural vegetation remains on the west end beach dunes due to extensive erosion. The
beach vegetation presently consists of sea oats, sand spurs, and broom sedge. The natural beach
Jlocated within the Audubon Bird Sanctuary possesses mote native vegetation including loblolly
pines, sea oats, palms, broom sedge, sand spurs, and beach sage. ‘The majotity of the vegetated
inland area consists of matitime forest complex with slash and loblolly pine, live oak, magnolia,
cabbage palm, dwatf palmetto, and red bay. The Town currently has an adopted Tree Ordinance.
The coastal wetlands and tidal marsh lands are a mixture of cord grass, needle rush, yaupon, and sca
myrtle. Non-native species have been introduced on the Island for landscaping. The Town should
ptomote landscaping with native, indigenous species to preserve the natural habitat.

Wildliite

There are currently many natural wildlife habitat preserves, trails, and recreational areas on Dauphin
Island that serve as critical habitat for many threatened or endangered species including: Piping
Plover, Least Tern, Loggerhead Sea Turtle, Green Sea Turtle, and Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle.
Dauphin Island also hosts over 380 different species of birds, especially during the spring and fall
migrations. In additon to these species, many of the following plant and animal species can be
observed in southern Mobile County and on the Island, all of which are listed on the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife’s Threatened or Endangered Species list:

¢  West Indian Manatee e DBald Fagle

o Gulf Sturgeon e American Burying Beetle

¢ Gopher Tottoise e Hastern Indigo Snake

¢ Red-Cockaded Woodpecker o Alabama Red-Bellied Sea T'urtle
e Peregtine Falcon e  Wood Stork

¢ Black Pine Snake e Alabama Sturgeon

e Flatwoods Salamander

The Beach and Dune Ecosystem Figure 36: Natural beach and dune

system on the Island.
Dauphin Island’s beaches are the Town’s most :

valuable cconomic tresource. Additionally, the
Tsland’s oceanfront beaches and dunes serve
several important functions. The dunes
provide storm protection for inner pottions of
the Island and habitat for a vatiety of plant and
animal species such as sea turtles and shore
birds, see Figwre 36. The beaches provide
recreation for the Town's tesidents and tourist.
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The east end of the barrier island has some of the highest sand dunes along the northern Gulf of
Mexico. These dunes provide essential protection for the maritime forest portion of the island
including most of the historic east end areas.

Dauphin Island is experiencing a geological phenomenon which is truly one-of-a-kind in North
America and which will provide an opportunity to observe tremendous natural ecosystem changes
during the next several decades. The batrier island has been changing shape for thousands of years
and these major changes continue today. Several years ago, Pelican Island, the island which had
been immediately south of Dauphin Island for the past several decades, migrated north onto the
southern beaches of Dauphin Island. ‘The former island is now a sandy peninsula extending over
two miles southeast from Dauphin Tsland. Records indicate that this has happened twice before:
around 1705 and around 1855. Thus, it appears that geologic histoty is repeating itself. Tt is likely
that the sand that is in the high sand dunes today came from similar episodes over the past several
thousand years. Records indicate that it will take a couple of decades for all of this sand to migrate
north onto Dauphin Island. As this happens, over the course of the next 10-20 years, the
ecosystems of the beach, tidal pools, sand flats, and dunes in this portion of the island will

continually change.

The west end of the barrier island is geologically newer/younger than the rest of the Island. The
tree line is the geographic divider between the Island's historic east end areas, which have higher
ground and more stability, and the newer west end beaches. The lower western end has traditionally
over washed in major storms and temporary inlets have opened up at numerous locations in
response to storms. Figwre 37 illustrates beach erosion on the west end of Dauphin Island.
Portions of the western end have migrated, Figure 37: West end beach flooding after
through these processes of over wash and inlet gy ricane Katrina.

formation, over an entire island’s width to the
notth.

The beach ecosystem of Dauphin Island has
probably been negatively affected by the
dredging disposal practices of the Mobile Ship
Channel. The batrier island is down drift of the
channel in the littoral system and sands dredged
from the outer bar of the ship channel over the
past century may have been permanently
removed from the littoral system of the island.
Research indicates that this has contributed to
the land loss and beach erosion on Dauphin Island. Efforts ate now underway to restore some new
sands to the beaches of the island and to fix the up drift problem. The Town of Dauphin Island has
completed a multi-phase study to determine options and costs for a solution to address the island’s
chronic beach erosion problem in a manner that will preserve the beaches and property for future
generations. Beach nourishment and bartier island restoration, by pumping large amounts of good

Somrce: SARPC
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quality sand from an offshore source, appears to be one available solution. The Town has prepared
detailed plans for beach noutishment and barrier island restoration projects along both the east and
west ends of the island. While there have been attempts at placing small amounts of sand on the
beaches in the past, those efforts were not of the scale of the present plans not did they add new,
clean sands to the littoral system of the island.

‘The Town is also initiating an effort to assure that all beach-quality sands dredged from the up drift
ship channel in the future be placed either directly on the beaches or in the shallows around Sand
Island so that they eventually migrate to the Dauphin Island. The long-term fate of Dauphin Island,
a batrier island, depends on sands coming to the island from the up drift. ‘These efforts are
consistent with modern coastal science and engincering principles of working with the natural

systems as much as possible to preserve the barrier island beach and dune ecosystems.

Dauphin Island, as a battier island, is critical to the protection of island-based and coastal mainland
ecosystems and is thus a regionally significant cconomic driver. Itis the barrier island protecting all
of the estuarine habitats of Mississippi Sound. Dauphin Island is important not only for the
residents, but for the entite coastal system as it is the upland sand source for the
Mississippi/Alabama batrier island chain.

Most property owners on the Island support further research and evaluation of beach stabilization
and re-nourishment. This includes consideration of an engineered beach, consideration of

inttoducing materials offshore to affect currents and sand movement.

The Marsh and Wetland Ecosystemn

Wetlands represent the interface between aquatic and tetrestrial environments. Wetlands provide a
vatiety of functions which include: filtering excess nutrients and contaminants from runoff before
they enter sutface waters; providing temporaty storage for flood waters; providing erosion control
through coastal stabilizatdon and shoteline protection; providing habitat for water-dependent and
upland plants and animals, some endangered; and serving as nursery areas for aquatic and terrestrial
fauna. Wetlands also provide an array of recreational and educational resources and have become
economic assets to tourist communities that depend on the aesthetics for passive forms of
recreational attraction. Local residents also value and enjoy these natural habitats for wildlife
viewing, fishing, shrimping, crabbing, and kayaking/canoeing.

Dauphin Island possesses an abundance of saltwater and freshwater wetlands. Most of the 530
acres of parks and recreational land uses on the Island contain wetland systems. ‘The Town
curtently implements an adopted Wetland Ordinance for the protection of these natural resources
on the Island. Figrre 38 illustrates the Wetland Inventory of Dauphin Island.
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The Matitime Forest Ecosystem

The extenstve maritime forest and understory serve to enhance the Island's patutal beauty, provide
sediment stability to the interior portions of the Island, and shelter a diversity of wildlife, particulatly
neo-tropical migratory birds during the spring and fall migrations. The maritime forests also provide
a wind break during storm events and serve to recharge the groundwater aquifer. These forests face
thteats from invasive species and clear cutting for development. As Island development progresses,
careful attention and planning must be given to presetving and maintaining these maritime forests,
the understory, and the quality of these ecosystems.

Education Resources

The Dauphin Tsland Sea lab, located on the eastern end of the Island, provides a variety of
educational resources to the community through many annual activities and onsite amenities. 'The
facility houses the Hstuarium which is an educational facility displaying the four habitats of coastal
Alabama. Printed rescurces are also available for residents and tourists on these habitats, their

species, and conservation efforts.

The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natutal Resources, Marine Resources Division is
located on the Island adjacent to the Indian Shell Mounds. This facility maintains many printed

resources for fostering environmental awareness of the unique coastal habitats on the Island.

The Dauphin Island Foundation, located in the central portion of the Island adjacent to Town Hall,
also maintains many printed resources for environmental education, This includes the Dauphin
Island Bird Checklist Brochure used by the thousands of birders who visit the Tsland each year to
observe over 380 species, many being nco-tropical migratory birds during the spring and fall. Town
Hall also maintains many educational resoutces fotr environmental awareness and consetrvation.

Feotourism

Ecotoutism, or nature-based tourism, is a growing industry on the TIsland due to its abundance of
natural resources and outdoor recreational opportunities. Dauphin Island has been fortunate to
have a well-established ecotourism base and continues to attract vacationers interested in both active
and passive forms of recreation. Dauphin Island is tich in historical assets which have influenced
the cultural heritage of the Island.

Dauphin Island’s History of Development

Serpentine shell mounds located at the Indian Shell Mound are dated 1500 years old and attest to at
least seasonal occupation by the Native American Mound Builder culture. In 1519, the Spanish
explorer, Alonzo Pineda, was the first documented Buropean to visit, staying long enough to map
the island with remarkable accuracy. D'Iberville later decided to locate a pott on the Island due to
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abundant timber, reliable supply of fresh watcr, and a deep-water harbor. The settlement consisted
of a fort, a chapel, government-owned watehouses, and residences.

During World War I, with the activation of the local military base, houses for military families were
built on the Island. The Island became subdivided in 1953 and the Dauphin Island Property
Owner's Association was formed. The beidge from the mainland opened in 1955, The Town
eventually incorporated in 1988,

Historical Sites

The Town of Dauphin Island does not possess a historical downtown arca of commercial
development due to the historical development and land uses of the Island as a recreational
destination. The historical development pattern of Dauphin Island is typical of eatly resort
community developments where these communities wete eavisioned as complete units. However,
due to the Island's rich history, there are several identified historic sites on the Island: Fort Gaines,
the Indian Shell Mound, the Sand Island Lighthouse, and the Isle of Dauphine. These facilities and
their cuttent uses are discussed in more detail in the Parks, Recteation, and Events Chapter of this
Plan.

The Dauphin Island Park and Beach Board owns and maintains Fort Gaines. The Dauphin Tsland
Property's Association owns and maintains the Tsle of Dauphine. The Indian Shell Mounds are
located on ptropetty owned and maintained by the Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources. The Sand Island Lighthouse is not located on the Istand but is in Mobile Bay. It
is owned and maintained by the Town of Dauphin Island. In addition to these sites and structures,
the old Fort Gatnes Officer Quarters home has recently been moved to a more interior restdential
lot on the Tsland and rehabilitated for occupancy.

All efforts should be taken by the Town and property owners of the Island to preserve the historical
and cultural assets of the Island. A local committee should be established to identify sites and
structures of significant historic and cultural relevance to the community and develop an action plan
for their preservation and rehabilitation.

Community Goals

The tollowing goals, associated with natural and historic resources were identified by the community
and presented in the Strategic Plan.

e Design cultural and nature based tourism on the Island that does not over burden the patural or
historical resoutces of the community but promotes the Island’s unique history, culture, and
sensitive coastal habitats. This includes determining an acceptable user capacity in relation to
resource vulnerability.

e Make Dauphin Island a more environmentally friendly community by moving away from
traditional building and utility methods to more “green” processes.

s Protect, maintain, and enhance healthy terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems and other natural
resources on the Island, 'This includes habitat preservation and restoration of the maritime
forests, saltwater and freshwater wetlands, beach and dune systems, groundwater aquifer, lake
sutface water, terrestrial fauna/birds/ flora/ fisheries, and batrier islands/shoals.
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¢ Implement protection and conservation initiatives for the entire Dauphin Island barrier island
complex which includes Sand Island, Pelican Island, and Little Idauphin Island.

e DProtect and sustain the Island's soutce of drinking water, the groundwater aquifets.

e Rescarch and propose a solution to beach erosion, beach stabilization, and beach re-
nourishment for the Island's coastline to prevent further property loss.

¢ Tdentify future development methods to lessen the adverse impact of residential development
of the east end forested parcels of the Island on the groundwater aquifer and its water quality.

e Protect and preserve the historic and cultural assets of the community for future generations.

Recommendations and Strategies

Below are recommendations for futute improvements to strive to achieve by the year 2030:

1. Investigate and consider the process to achieve sole source aquifer designation through an
application to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

2. Consider future hydrologic studies to measure the sole soutce groundwater aquifer
condition and supply capacity on Dauphin Island. Coordinate with the Dauphin Island
Water and Sewer Authority to determine future demand and capacity for 2030.

3. DPrepare a future design and implementation of an Island- wide drainage system that
protects ecosystems and people.

4. Preserve the ecological and hydrological functions of wetlands and marsh habitats on the
Island by using the Town’s adopted Wetland Ordinance.

5. Establish markers or signage for the identification of wetland areas on the Island as means
of public notice and education of their local importance.

6. Protect the quality of surface water and groundwater by implementing mote restrictive
storm water management regulations through the development of a Storm Water
Management Plan amendment to the Town of Dauphin Island’s Zoning Ordinance.

7. Monitor and regulate future residential development of the east portions of the interior part
of the Island that could have an adverse impact of the water quality of the groundwater
aquifer. This may require development restrictions due to potential adverse impact.

8. Pursue conservation-based development strategies. Amend curtent zoning regulations to
allow for mixed use types of developments on parcels to increase density as opposed to
additional lot development.

9. Update and enforce the Town of Dauphin Tsland’s Tree Ordinance for further protection
of existing trees with significant diameter and more restrictions and increased fines applied
in tegards to their removal, This includes encouraging vertcal layers of vegetation (canopy,
understory, shrub, and herbaceous) whenever possible to protect or restore these layets on
developed lots.

10. Establish a committee to purchase or transfer development rights from private properties
that possess sensitive habitats such as coastal wetlands to permanently protect these natural
resources and compensate land owners for the equity in their land.

11. Form a partnership with the Dauphin Island Sea Lab to establish a part-time position ot
internship of a field biclogist to provide guidance with balancing wildlife and habitat
conservation with future development of the Island. This partnership could be used to
record and monitor erosion and accretion of the Island’s beaches, monitor the health and
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

status of the Island’s natural resources in regards to user impacts, and help implement the
Town’s Wetland Ordinance through individual site inspection.

Pattner with real estate agencies and property owners of seasonal vacation rentals to
provide these entities with printed tesources for environmental education and awareness
regarding the sensitive coastal habitats of the Island. Also encourage tourists and tesidents
to utilize the Island's public transit system and bicycle transit across the Island to decrease
advetse impacts on air quality. The source material could be in the form of brochures,
flycrs, and/or refrigerator magnets.

Encourage property owners, through local incentives, to plant native species of vegetation
on their propetrty. The Town, with guidance from local environmental agencies, should
establish a native plant species list for the Island and develop incentives for developments
to landscape with these species.

Ensure that all future development, whether residential or commercial in nature, recognizes
and supports the small town character of the Town as a residential community surrounded
by unique natural resources. This includes encouraging future developments to leave
undisturbed, natural habitat areas on their lots to protect the environmental integrity and
visual character of the Island. When possible, new developments should create a plan for
the linkage and connectivity of the natural resources on the Island.

Town easements and alleyways to be wused for greenways for pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity.

Suppott futute maintenance and expansion of natural resource areas on the Island through
local, state, and federal grant opportunities. ‘This plan should include supporting and
assisting other entities on the Island, including the Dauphin Island Park and Beach Board,
the Dauphin Island Property Owners’ Association, the Dauphin Island Foundation, and
other applicable entitics with these same efforts,

Update the Town’s Zoning Ordinance to require adequate natural resource buffers for
developments that abut wetlands and marsh lands to maintain and improve storm water
retention on site. Habitat buffers between developed land also allows animals to move
back and forth from shelter to water and feeding areas without leaving the cover of natural
vegetation. Typical buffets are between 25 to 50 feet and they restrict any development
from occurting within their boundaries.

Provide local tax incentives to encourage ecotoutism and pature-based businesses to locate
on the Istand.

Continue research efforts to evaluate all possible beach stabilization and re-nourishment
options available. 'This includes consideration of an engineered beach and introducing
matetials offshore to affect cutrents and sand movement.

Research and evaluate the implementation of a user fee structure to provide maintenance
and upkeep of natural resource areas.

Establish a scheduled community volunteer Island clean-up with volunteers collecting trash
and debris from natural resoutce areas and drainage ditches across the Island. Provide
incentives to local business to use paper bags instead of plastic bags

Design and implement a protection and replanting program for dune vegetation to stabilize
and prevent erosion of the beach dune system on the Island.

Establish and implement a comptehensive plan for beach access arcas Island-wide that
identifies sanctioned dune walk-over areas along the entite extent of the beach and
identifies indigenous plant species suitable for dune stability.

Update the Town’s Zoning Otdinance to require heavy industrial land uses and facilities to
be sensitive to natural resoutce areas.
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25. Create opportunities for property owners and developers to “go green” with bullding and
landscaping methods. The Town should amend the building code and require the use of
water and enetgy saving appliances.

a. Create a mandatory water consetvation action plan for property owners during
times of extreme water shortage. It could also include public education and
awatrencss for establishing onsite recovery of rainwater (rain barrels, rain gardens,
cisterns) for private uses such as landscaping.

26. Create a committee to identify histotic elements of the community, which will allow the
Town to preserve its history and define sites and structures of historic or cultueal
significance on the Island.

27. The Town should re-examine and select a sand restoration and restore plan identified in the
recently completed multi-phase study that addressed chronic beach erosion.
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%ks, %creation and %ents

Adequate  parks, open space, and recreational
oppottunities are vital to the quality of life in
communities by providing citizens of all ages with
enjoyable activities and settings in which to spend leisure
time. The Town of Dauphin Island has demonstrated an
active role in improving their parks and recreational
facilities in support of their abundance of natural
resources and tourist based economy. This has proved
beneficial to the Town and its residents by increasing
recreational opportunities and events for the residents to
enjoy while increasing the Island’s tourist appeal.
Currently, the Island inventories approximately 50 parks,
recreational facilities, attractions and annual events. The
Town coordinates with South Mobile County Tourism
Authority in making current and local information

available on-line at: www.dauphinislandtourism.com.

Current Inventory

The first part of this chapter inventories all patks,

recreational facilities, events and attractions on Dauphin £ gl
Island. The second part of this chapter identifies the P
community goals associated with patks and recreation.

The third portion of this chapter formulates

recommendations and strategies to aid the Town in

achieving goals in unison with future growth and

development.

Parks and Recreational Facilities

There are several entities on Dauphin Island responsible for the maintenance of parks, conservation
areas, trails, and open space. These include the Town of Dauphin Island, the Dauphin Island Patk
and Beach Board, the Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, Inc., the Property Owners Association, and
the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. Dauphin Island also has many
recreational facilities and attractions for residents and tourist to enjoy. The location of each facility
on the Island is numbered and identified on the maps in igure 39.
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Green Park Figure 40: Green Park

Green Park is located on the northwest corner of Lemoyne
Drive and Cadillac Avenue and is maintained by the T'own of
Dauphin Island. The park is located on property owned by
the William L. Gteen Family, who generously provides use of
the propetty to the Town. The natural landscape and open
space of the park provides a relaxing atmosphere for residents
and tourist to enjoy the outdoors year round. The park has
many large oak trees that provide a beautiful sctting for bird
watching and plenty of shade for social gatherings. The park’s
amenities include a gazebo, patk benches, picnic tables, and
several porch swings that hang from the large oak trees, see
Fignre 40.

Jefteries Park

Jefferies Patk is located at the end of Conti Street, on the e e P
northeast side of the Island. It is a large waterfront park,  Sowwe: SARPC
situated underneath a scrub pine canopy with plenty of open

space along the water. It provides great views of Little Dauphin Island and is surrounded by
residential land uses, providing the abutting neighborhood with waterfront recreational
opportunities for social gatherings. The park currently has no amenities. The park is maintained by
the Dauphin Island Property Owners Association.

Salt Creek Park

Salt Creek Park is located on Bienville Boulevatd, west of Lemoyne Drive. Salt Creek runs along the
west side of the patk and it abuts the Dauphin Island Bike Trail. The park’s amenities include a
small gazebo, playground, benches, and picnic tables. The park is maintained by a partnership
between the Town of Dauphin Island and the Dauphin Tsland Property Owner’s Association.

Pryor Park

Pryor Park is maintained by the Town and located at the southwest corner of Narvaez Street and
Chaumont Avenue. It is a small park located in a residential neighborhood with waterfront views of
Aloe Bay and the Dauphin Island Bridge. It has natural landscaping with several benches for
relaxation and bird watching.

Quarles Park
Quatles Park is located on the southeast corner of Bienville Boulevard and Narvaez Street. ‘The

recreational facility is a new, modetn skate park. The park abuts the Dauphin Island Pedestrian and
Bike 'Trail and a residential neighborhood to the south. It is maintained by the Town.
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West End Beach Park

The West End Beach Park is operated by the Town
and is located at the west end of the Island on
Bienville Boulevard. The beach has views of the
Gulf, powdery white sand, palm trees, and all the
amenities needed for a fun day at the beach. Park
amenities include beach chairs and umbrellas, baby
furniture, lifeguards, volleyball net, jet skis, mopeds,
sail boats, knee and boogie boards, sutf boatds, tiki
bar, and live entertainment. There is a nominal
entrance fee to the park, see Figure 41.

Aloe Bay Landing Park

Parks, Recreation, and Events

Sowrce: SARPC

Aloe Bay Landing is owned and maintained by the Park and Beach Boatd and is located on Desoto
Avenue. This park is a small waterfront park that has a wonderful beach for launching kayaks and
canoes. Aloe Bay Landing is located in the central business district and working waterfront. The
park is ideal for residents and visitors to watch the shrimp and crab boats come and go. The park

has great views of the Dauphin Island Bridge.

Cadillac Square Park

Cadillac Square Park is owned and maintained by the Figure 42: Cadillac Square Park

located on East Bienville Boulevard on the southeast
side of the Island between Hernando Street and Fort
Charlotte Avenue. This is a beautiful park rich in local
history. The live oak trees throughout this historic
site are all that remains of the home of the first
governor of Dauphin Island. This Patk is used for
local festivals, birding, farmers market and social
gatherings. The park has public restrooms and
several picnic tables and benches throughout. The
Dauphin Island Bike Trail runs along this park see
Fignre 42 for llustration.

The Water Tower Lawn/Calumet Park

Source: SARPC

The Water Tower Lawn, or Calumet Park, is located in the center of the Island at the north end of
LeMoyne Drive. Tt is owned by the Dauphin Island Water and Sewer Board. The patk is named

after one of America’s greatest Indian “pow-wows”

or peace conferences which were held on

Dauphin Island. The park features a large lawn under the water tower ideal for Town festivals and
music concerts. The patk also abuts the Dauphin Island Bike/Pedestrian Trail, has patk benches,

and a pavilion adjacent to the trail.
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Bayou Heron Park

Bayou Heron Park is owned and maintained by the Dauphin Island Park and Beach Board and it is
Jocated on the northwest corner of Penalver Street and Cadillac Avenue on the northwest side of the
Island. This bayside waterfront park provides a great location to view many of the water birds that
live on and visit Dauphin Island. The Dauphin Island Bridge is also visible form the park.
Amenities include a small handicap accessible fishing pier and several benches and picnic tables are
throughout the park.

Dauphin Island Public Beach and Pier

The Dauphin Island Public Beach is owned and maintained by the Park and Beach Board, see Figure
43. This is the most visited beach on Dauphin Island. The beach has beautiful white sands and is
great for swimming. Due to recent storms, the
beach has extended further into the gulf and now
adjoins Sand Island (Pelican Island), which prior
to 2008, was only accessible by boat. DPark
amenities include large pavilions, restrooms, a
playground, and picnic tables. Vendors supply a
vatiety of amenities to beach going visitors.
Recently, the Park and Beach Board have made
significant updates to the parking area and around
300 patking spaces are available. There is a
nominal entrance fee to the patk. Currently, the
850-foot fishing piet is landlocked. However, the
pier has been modified to provide vendor, ¢, sARPC
sightseeing and picnicking opportunities.

Figure 43: Dauphin Island Public Beach

Magnolia Park

Magnolia Park is owned and maintained by the Park and Beach Board and it is a pedesttian-access
only park located between the Mobile Bay Fetry and historic Fort Gaines on the northeast side of
the Island. It is designed to give walk-on passengers from the ferry and bicyclists from the Dauphin
Island Bike Trail a place to picnic and relax. It includes picnic tables, benches, and a swing that
hangs from a large Magnolia limb. Tt has great views of Little Dauphin Island and the fetry boat
passing through Mobile Bay.

Tupelo Gum Swamp

The Tupelo Gum Swamp is located between Iberville Drive and Hernando Street on the southeast
side of the Tsland. The swamp consists of over 11 acres on 20 lots of land hidden behind several
dead-end roads. The swamp is bisected by a 10-foot wide public access right-of-way. The swamp is
ptime wetland habitat full of tupelo gum trees and wetland plant and animal species. The swamp
has been targeted for conservation by many state and federal agencies. The Dauphin Island Bird
Sanctuaries, Inc. currently maintains four of the lots, while the other lots are privately owned.
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Isle Dauphine Golf Club

The Isle Dauphine Golf Club is maintained by
the Property Owners Association and is located
at 100 Otrleans Drive on the southwest side of
the Island. This public facility offers a scenic 18-
hole championship golf course, tennis courts,
salt water pool, bar & grill and a historic
clubhouse, which is available for banquets and
other special events. The complex is nestled
between the gulf-fronting beach and native
dunes, providing a spectacular view of the
natural landscape. See Fignre 44.

Sonrce: SARPC

Saw Grass Point Salt Marsh

The Saw Grass Point Salt Marsh is a conservation area maintained by the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources and the Town of Dauphin Island. It is located on Albright
Avenue, on the northeast side of the Island just west of Ferry Landing. The conservation area
consists of 35 acres of wetland habitat covered in black needle rush and cord grass. The marsh is
populated with many species of water birds and is a great location for bird watching. There is an
observation pier that extends 100 feet along the marsh habitat.

East End Landing/Little Billy Goat Hole

The Fast Fnd Landing, also referred to as Little Billy Goat Hole, is owned and maintained by the
Dauphin Island Park and Beach Board and is located on Bienville Boulevard across from Historic
Fort Gaines, on the east end of the Island. The

East End Landing provides wonderful views of Figure 45: Little Billy Goat Hole

Fort Gaines, Mobile Bay Channel, and Fort |

Motgan across the Bay, and on a clear day, the
Sand Island lighthouse. The beach area consists
of powdery white sand, but the coast is rocky
and the undertow is very strong, therefore,
swimming at this beach is prohibited. It is a great
place for shore fishing and the rocky beach is
usually spotted with fisherman. The East End
Landing offers three public boat launches,
several gazebos and picnic tables, and a 250 foot @8
public fishing pier along with a public beach; see
Frgure 45 for an illustration of the Landing.

v = b -

Sonrce: SARPC

Penalver Park
Penalver Park is located in a coastal matsh preserve. It runs along the Island’s northern coast,

located between Pelican Street and Penalver Street. The park abuts a public boat launch that is
located behind the Gulf Breeze Motel and provides water access to Graveline Bay. It is maintained
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by the Park and Beach Board. The park’s location makes it a favorite for birders, especially in the
spting and fall when thousands of neo-tropical birds visit the Island during their long migration.

Indian Shell Mounds Park and Trail

The Indian Shell Mounds are located on Ibetville Drive, see Fignres 46 & 47. The park is maintained
by Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (ADCNR) and Dauphin Island
Bird Sanctuaties, Inc. (DIBS). Itis part of the Alabama Coastal Birding Trail. The Indian Mounds
otiginated from oyster shells discarded by Native Americans. There is a freshwater pond in the
middle of the patk that has attracted migratory birds to this very spot for many generations during
the spring and fall. Approximately 25,000 people visit the Shell Mounds each year to observe the
neo-tropical bird migration during these seasons.

Figure 46: Indian Shell Mounds

Figure 47: Indian Shell Mounds Drive
) < 3 g 5 <
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Sonrce: SARPC Source: SARPC

Little Dauphin Island

Little Dauphin Tsland is an undeveloped narrow barrier island located immediately northeast of
Dauphin Island. The island is about two miles long and can be observed from the northeast side of
Dauphin Island. Tt is part of the Bon Secour Wild Life Refuge System and is only accessible by
boat. Habitat diversity of the Island includes beaches, coastal dunes, salt marshes, uplands, and
wetlands. These habitats support a variety of threatened and endangered species, including the
piping plovet, sea turtles, and more than 370 species of migratory birds. The island is 2 popular
location for kayakers during the spring and fall who come to explore the island and observe water
birds and migratory bitds. Thete ate many observation points on the northeast side of Dauphin
Island for birders to view Little Dauphin Island during the spring and fall migrations including the
Indian Shell Mounds, Saw Grass Point Salt Marsh and Little Billy Goat Hole.

Steiner Property

The Steiner Propetty is located on Grant Street on the northeast side of the Island across from the
Goat Tree Reserve. The Steiner property consists of large patcels of property that were never
subdivided or developed due to the family’s desire for conservation and preservation of the Island’s
natural resources. Only two lots on the entire block have been developed. The propetty consists of
over 12 acres of critical wetland habitat stretching from Bienville Boulevard, north to the Bay. The
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salt marsh habitat is populated with black needle rush and provides prime habitat for wading birds
and watetfowl. The upland lots ate wooded and provide prime habitat for migratory birds. The
Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaties, Inc. maintains five of the lots within the conservation area.

Audubon Bird Sanctuary

The Audubon Bird Sanctuaty is owned and maintained by the Dauphin Island Park and Beach
Board and it is located on the southeast side of the Island on Bienville Boulevard. The Sanctuary is
patt of the Alabama Coastal Birding Trail and the Alabama Coastal Connection. It provides the
latgest segment of protected Matitime Forest on the Island. The patk consists of 164 acres with
trails through various types of habitats. These habitats include the freshwater Gaillard Lake, Tupelo
Swamp, a pine savanna, a beach and dune system, and hardwood clearings. The dominant trees in
the maritime forest include longleaf and slash pine, southern magnolia, live oak, and tupelo gum. A
transition zone of white sand dunes covered in sea oats separates the beach from the forest.
Gaillard Lake is approximately 4.5 acres in size and is the home to several wildlife species, including
alligators.

A half mile nature interpretive trail takes visitors Figure 48: Auduvbon Bird Sanctuaty
through all of the habitats found in the sanctuary, BT e E 7

see Fignre 48. Interpretive signage provides visitors
a wealth of information on different aspects of the
sanctuaty, ie. animals, plants, birds, beaches, etc.
There are also several piers, observation decks and
benches scattered throughout the Sanctuary, along
with some handicap accessible boardwalks. This
park has been named one of the top locations in
Notth Ametica to view bird and butterfly
migrations by Wild Bird magazine, the National
Audubon Society and the Alabama Ognithological 2 =
Society. Source: SARPC

Gotgas Swamp

Gotgas Swamp is located on General Gorgas Street on the southeast side of the Island, and is
sutrounded by a residential neighborhood. The swamp consists of 10 acres of tupelo gums and
protected wetland habitat. The conservation area is prime location for migratory birds in the spring
and fall. The Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, Inc. maintains three lots within the swamp, and the
othet lots are privately owned. Additional land acquisition of the sensitive habitat by a conservation
otganization is a possibility.

Dauphin Island Campground

The Dauphin Island Campground is located at 109 Bienville Boulevard on the southeast side of the
Island. Tt is in close walking distance to the Dauphin Island Ferry, Magnolia Park, the Sea Lab and
Estuarium, Fort Gaines, and the Audubon Bird Sanctuary. The campground has water views of the
Bay at Fetry Landing and of Little Dauphin Island. The campground has beach access to the Gulf
via tree-lined paths to snow white sand beaches. There are 150 camp sites which include power and
water and 70 of those sites include sewer. Thete is a bathhouse with showers, washers, and dryers.
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The campground also has a stotre, group pavilion with a barbecue grill, walking trails into the
Audubon Bird Sanctuaty, a boardwalk to a secluded beach, bicycle rentals, playground, badminton,
volleyball, shuffleboard and horseshoes. Free boat launches and a fishing pier are only a short walk
from the campground. Tt is maintained by the Dauphin Island Park and Beach Board.

Dauphin Island Pedesttian/ Bike Trail

The seven mile Dauphin Tsland Pedestrian/Bike T'rail runs
the length of the Tsland along Bienville Boulevard from the
east end to the west end, see Fignre 49. The trial is a paved,
scenic pedestrian/bicycle trail that passes many of the
Island’s recreational facilities. Several benches are also
provided along the way for relaxation and passive
enjoyment. The area is maintained by the Town.

Dauphin Island Marina

The Dauphin Island Marina is located on the northwest
side of the Island at 650 LeMoyne Drive. The Marina is
located inside Little Dauphin Bay which provides shelter
from rough seas and is safer and more secure for
yachtsmen, fisherman, and their craft. The Dauphin Island
Marina is open from 8am to 5pm during the off season
and from 6am to 6pm during seasonal time. The facility
can house up to 255 boats, 85 in wet slips and 140 in dry

Fioure 49: Dauphin Island
Pedestrian/Bike Trarl

slips. Transient boats are also welcome at the Marina and are allowed to tie off onto the fuel dock.
The Marina is home to 18 charter boats and is the site of numerous annual fishing tournaments.
Other amenities offered on-site include a ships’ store, fishing bait, fuel service, engine repair, and
craft towing/assistance. Itis maintained by the Town of Dauphin Island.

D’Olive Park

Located on ID’Olive Avenue, within a residential neighborhood, D’Olive Park is a small mini- park
ot pocket park found on the east end of Dauphin Island that provides direct views of Dauphin
Island Bay and Mobile Bay. It is currently maintained by the Dauphin Island Property Ownet’s

Association.

Avdubon Park

Another mini-park ot pocket park, nestled within a residential neighborhood on the east end of the
Island, is Audubon Park. It is located on Audubon Drive, sitting directly on the waterfront of
Dauphin Island Bay. The Dauphin Island Property Owner’s Association maintains this park.
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Mobile Bay Ferry/Billy Goat Hole Figure 50: Mobile Bay Ferty

g 4

The Mobile Bay Ferry is located at 918-B
Bienville Boulevard on the northeast end of the
Island adjacent to the Dauphin Island Camp
Ground. The Mobile Bay Ferry is a
vehicular/pedestrian ferry service that operates
one ferry most of the year, and two ferries during
the busier spring and summer months. The
Mobile Bay Ferry has two vehicle loading lanes
on Bienville Boulevard. The ferry holds
approximately 28 vehicles depending on the size
and type with a maximum of 149 passengers pet B ) ¥
trip. The ferry travels between Dauphin Island’s  §yu: SARPC
east end, across Mobile Bay, to the tip of Fott

Morgan Road in Baldwin County, adjacent to Fort Morgan. Once aboard the ferry, passengers are
allowed to leave their vehicles and enjoy the scenety on the deck ot observation platform. Hours of
opetration vary by season, and by weather and the ferry does not always run during parts of the
winter season. The Mobile Bay Ferry is managed by Hornblower Matine Services and is funded by
the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), see Figure 50. A public boat launch area is
located adjacent to the ferry landing along with a concession stand and public restrooms.

Hisroric Fort Gaines

Historic Fort Gaines is owned and maintained by the Dauphin Island Park and Beach Board and it
is located at 51 Bienville Boulevard on the southeast end of the Island, see Figmre 57. Fort Gaines
was established in 1821 to protect the entrance into Mobile Bay. Construction of the Fort was not
completed until the beginning of the civil war. The structure was based on a Ruropean design
dating back to the Renaissance era. The exterior walls are over 22 feet tall and form an un-even

pentagon. The fort played an intricate part
Figure 51: Historic Fort Gaines in the Battle of Mobile Bay. The well-
preserved ramparts of Fort Gaines have
guarded the entrance to Mobile Bay for
more than 150 years. The Fort is an
excellent example of 19" century brick
seacoast fortifications in the ecastern
United States. Now a fascinating historic
site, Fort Gaines stands at the eastern tip
of Dauphin Island where it commands
panoramic views of the bay and the Gulf
of Mexico. It was recently designated as
one of the eleven most endangered
historic sites in America due to on-going
shoreline erosion. The Fort showcases the
original tunnels, bastions, blacksmith,
bakery, and kitchen, in addition to a
comprehensive museum, exhibit halls and
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a gift shop. Fort Gaines also hosts a variety of special event weekends which include civil war
reenactments, a living history of colonial life, and the Renaissance era.

Goat Tree Reserve

erve

PR

The Goat Ttee Reserve is maintained by Figure 52: Goat Tree Res
the Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, Inc. TR WY g
and is located on the corner of Cadillac
Avenue and Grant Street on the nottheast
side of the Island. Listed in the National
Wetlands Inventoty, the reserve is a natural
wooded habitat for plants and animals and
is identified as a migratory bird refuge
during the spring and fall.  Figwre 52
illustrates why the reserve is known for its
magnificent ancient oak trees that provide
shade over the walking trail with limbs
reaching out as far as 50 feet from the trunk
and almost parallel to the ground. The
reserve gets its name from Island history : ~rs
that da.tes back beforf: the construction of o = ¢ ppe

the bridge. According to legend, these

ancient oak trees served as shelter for a population of wild goats that roamed the Island. The goats
would seek refuge in the trees for protection from roaming alligators.

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab and Estuarium Living Marsh Boardwalk

The Living Matsh Boardwalk at the George F. Crozier Estuatium spans across approximately four
acres of salt marsh habitat. It is an interactive exhibit designed to educate the public and promote
the importance of preserving the estuary's fragile ecosystem, see Figure 54. Informative panels are

; 54D g Lab & : posted at various points throughout
Figure 54: Dauphin Island Sea Lab & Estuatium the boardwilk thar idendfy the

Boardwalk different species of marsh grasses

and wildlife common to the area.
The boardwalk is located behind the
Estuarium at the Dauphin Island Sea
Lab, on the east end of the island
and is maintained by Sea Iab
personnel.

Somrce: SARPC
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Sandpiper Park

Sandpiper Park is another small mini-park surrounded by a residential neighborhood on Dauphin
Island. The park is located on the west end of the Island on Sandpiper Street. It provides a
wonderful, unobstructed view of the Mississippi Sound. Park maintenance is provided by the
Dauphin Tsland Property Owner’s Association.

Lafitte Bay Park

Located on the west end of the Island, within a residential neighborhood, is Lafitte Bay Park. This
watetfront park sits directly on Lafitte Bay, between Port Royal Street and Pineda Street. The
Dauphin Island Property Owner’s Association is responsible for the maintenance of the park.

Sand Island Lighthouse

Tigute 53: Sand Island Lighthouse

The Sand Island Lighthouse is located in the Gulf of
Mexico, three miles from the entrance to Mobile Bay,
between Mobile Point on the east and Dauphin Island
on the west. The lighthouse is visible from the Fast
End Beach and Fort Gaines on a clear day. The Sand
Island Lighthouse has a long history of threat and
destruction by war and weather since its first
construction in 1837. The present day structure is the
lighthouse’s third construction, which was completed
in 1873, and is located on a man-made rock island, see
Figure 53. The cutrent lighthouse was in use until 1933
when it was deactivated by the U.S. Coast Guard in
response to new technology rendering the use of
lighthouses obsolete. The lighthouse is a significant
histotical structure for residents of Dauphin Island,
Mobile and Baldwin Counties, and the State. [t is the
oldest of Alabama’s three lighthouses. It is the last
remaining of the classic brick lighthouse style built
along the Gulf of Mexico coast. In 2003, the Town of
Dauphin Island obtained ownership of Sand Island
Lighthouse and has taken agpressive action in the
restoration of the structure.

Regional Trails

The following locations on Dauphin Island ate identified as Alabama Coastal Birding Trails: The
Indian Shell Mounds, Goat Trees, Cadillac Square, Dauphin Island Audubon Sanctuary, Pelican
Point, Dauphin Island Airport, the Public Beach, the west end, and Cedar Point. The Alabama
Ornithological Society meets annually on Dauphin Island in the spring and fall.
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The Alabama Coastal Birding Trail

The Alabama Coastal Birding Trail is considered one of the nation’s top birder’s paradises with trails
that span two counties, offeting birding enthusiasts endless opportunities for avian appreciation.

The trails ate located in Baldwin and Mobile counties and divided into six regions of interest with
over 50 identified loop trails. The Dauphin Island-Bayou LaBatre Loop is one of six regions of
interest on the trail.

Dauphin Tsland has been designated as a Globally Impottant  Fjgure 55: Birders

Bird Area by the American Bird Conservancy and one of the
best locations in the country to observe neo-tropical migrant
birds and butterflies, see Figwre 55. Wild Bird Magazine has
rated Dauphin Island as one of the top four locations in
North America for viewing migratory birds in the spring. For
many migrant birds and butterflies, the Island is the first
landfall after their long flight across the Gulf of Mexico from
Central and South America each spring. For these birds,
exhausted and weak from their long voyage, the Island is their
first refuge for food and shelter. Conversely, it is their final
feeding and resting place each fall before their migration back
ovet the Gulf. Thete are over 348 reported bird species on
the Island during the migrations.

All of the parks that make up the Island’s inventory are

connected to a regional trail network, which includes: .3" ) '
2L < _ . . onrce: SARPC
Alabama Coastal Birding Trail, Civil War Trail, Scenic By-
Ways Ttail and Coastal Connection Trail. More information on these trails can be found on the
Dauphin Island Patk and Beach Boatd website at www.dauphinisland.org and the Alabama Toutism

Department website at: www.alabama.travel.

Annual Fvents
Dauphin Island Mardi Gras Celebration & Parades

In Januaty and Februaty of each year, the Town of Dauphin Island celebrates Mardi Gras with two
patades. The Krewe de la Dauphine Society opens the Mobile area’s Mardi Gras season by hosting
the first Mardi Gras parade of the year. The Island Mystics Society parade is the following Saturday.
Thousands of people come from Mobile and Baldwin Counties and line the streets of Bienville
Boulevard to catch beads, toys, and candy.

Battle of Mobile Bay 5k Run

The Battle of Mobile Bay 5k Run is held by the Port City Pacers and began in 1997 with the
proceeds going to support Historic Fort Gaines. The annual run is held in February.
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Colonfes of the Gulf Coasr

"The annual “Colonies of the Gulf Coast” is held each year at Historic Fort Gaines. Visitors explore
life on Isle Dauphine in the 1700-1800's. French, British, and Spanish soldiers demonstrate their
military and camping skills along with live re-enactments. There is also candle making, open-hearth
cooking, basket weaving, Indian pottery, and blacksmith demonstrations duting this weekend long
event. This event began in 1990 and is held every year in March.

Dauphin Island Sea Lab Discovery Day

Each April, the Dauphin Island Sca Lab and the George F. Crozier Estuarium hosts Discovety Day,
an environmentally-themed educational event for families and children, designed to promote public
awareness and education to the local flota and fauna. The event includes free children’s admission
to the Hstuarium, an open house with exhibits at the rescarch laboratoties, a vatiety of children’s
activities, U.S. Coast Guard Aviation Training Unit Water Rescue demonstrations and boating safety
and hurricane preparedness information. The Mobile Police Depattinent and other local agencies,
including the Alabama Department of Marine Resources, also provide children’s activities and local
conservation information. Hundreds of people visit Dauphin Island to attend this event every year
and to learn about the Tsland’s diverse habitats, plants, and animals.

Dauphin Island International Migratoty Birdfest

The Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, in pattnership with the Town of Dauphin Island and the local
Chapter of the Audubon Scciety, welcomes thousands of birders to the Island from mid-April
through mid-May to observe the magnificent spring migration of over 348 species of neo-tropical
migrant birds, see Figures 56 & 57. While the migration spans over the course of two months,
sponsors host special events for one week, usually in April, to kick off the migration. FEvents include
a meet-and-greet breakfast, day festival at Cadillac Park, and a dinner fish fry. Scheduled bird
watching outings and tours are also provided for groups or individuals. The number of participating
birders grows every year.

Figure 56: Audubon Bird Sanctiary Figure 57: Great White Herons on
— ‘g s .?, Oy g Daupin Island |

Source: Danphin Island Park and Beach Board :
Soarce: SARPC
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Daunphin Island Sailboat Regatia

The Dauphin Island Sailboat Regatta is described as the largest single day point to point sail race in
the U.S. Tt is held in late April with hundreds of sailboats participating every year. The Dauphin
Island Regatta race began in 1957 and has received continuous supportt from the four local Mobile
Bay yacht clubs. Mobile, Faithope, Lake Forest, and Buccaneer Yacht Clubs alternate as the host of
the Dauphin Island Regatta.

The race starts in Mobile Bay located in the exact center of all four yacht clubs and ends on Dauphin
Tsland, in Aloe Bay. TIn 2008, the 50" Anpual Regatta had approximately 300 hundred boats
participate in the race with over a thousand crew members from eight states. The activities begin
with a warm-up race held the Sunday before the regatta. After the Saturday race, and following the
awards ceremony, a party is held on Dauphin Island, A retuen race on Sunday concludes the regatta.

Dauphin Isfand Arr Festival

The Annual Dauphin Island Art Festival is held at historic Cadillac Square Park in May.
Approximately 60,000 feet of park space is set aside fot around 50 or more artists from throughout
the southeast region to set up. This festival features an array of artwork including, paintings and
drawings, woodworking, pottery, metalwork, jewelry and sculptures. This event features a food
court by local restaurants, light music, and children activities.

Farmer’s Green Macket
Cadillac Square hosts the anoual Green Market throughout the summer growing months of May to

September. Local farmers from Mobile County scll their wares of fresh fruit, vegetables, jam and
honey on a weekly basis to Island residents and visitors. Green Market is held every Saturday from

7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Annual Crawtish Boil

The Annual Crawfish Boil is hosted by the Island Mystics and held every May in Cadillac Park. The
event occuts on a Saturday and vendors scll all varieties of crawfish cuisine into the late afternoon.
Live entertainment is provided by local musicians.

Stripers Fishing Rodeo

The Sttipers Fishing Rodeo is an annual event held in the month of June on Dauphin Island.
Anglers fish the waters off the coast of Dauphin Istand during the one-day event and compete for
the winning catch. Weigh-in occurs in the late afternoon followed by an awards ceremony.

Fourth of July Celebrations

In honot of our Nation’s Independence, the Town sponsors and hosts a spectacular fireworks show.

Thousands of visitors gather on the Island to enjoy the magnificent firework display over the water.
The show can be seen from many vantage points on and off the Island, including by boat.
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Roy Martin Young Anglers Tournament

The Roy Martin Young Anglers Tournament is an annual fishing tournament for children that takes
place every July, just prior to the island’s annual Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo. Sponsored by
Exxon — Mobil, the Roy Martin Young Anglers Tournament began as a way to promote family
values, good sportsmanship and healthy competition among the youth. All of the proceeds from the
Roy Martin Young Angler’s Tournament go toward the annual Children’s Christmas Shopping Tour
sponsored by the Mobile Jaycees.

Alfabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo

The annual Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo is held every July on Dauphin Island and is hosted by
the Mobile Jaycees. The Rodeo began in 1928 and is the largest and oldest saltwater fishing
tournament in the nation. Fach year it attracts approximately 3,200 fisherman and over 100,000
spectators to the island. Fishermen compete in 30 different categories of both inshote and offshore

species.

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab also participates in the event by collecting valuable scientific data on
numerous species of fish which supports future education conservaton efforts in fishery
management. The Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo contributes to the local community by
donating a portion of the proceeds to the Department of Marine Sciences at the University of South
Alabama. ‘The rodeo has also set up two scholarships totaling $1,500 in the name of Dr. Gary
Nelson, who collected scientific data at the event from 1984 to 1997. In 2011, the Rodeo was
declared the World’s Largest Rodeo by Guinness Book of Wortld Records Officials.

Conde Cavalier Fishing Rodeo

The Conde Cavalier Fishing Rodeo is held every year on Dauphin Island in August. The two day
tournament allows anglers to compete for the winning catch by fishing the waters off the coast of
the Island. An award ceremony is held at the end of the second day.

Alabama Coastal Birdfest Figure 58: Great Blue Heron,
Dauphin Island

The Alabama Coastal Birdfest is held every year in mid-
October at the 5 Rivers, Alabama’s Delta Resource
Center at the northern pomnt of Mobile Bay between
Mobile and Baldwin Counties. The event coincides with
the fall mipration of neo-tropical migrant birds from
breeding grounds in the northern part of the globe to
their wintering grounds in Central and South America.
The event also supports the designated Alabama Coastal
Birding Trails by providing guided birding tours through
the two county region, including the eight identified
Alabama Coastal Birding Trails on Dauphin Island.
Birders and cnvironmentalists from across the Country I}
can learn about the importance of conserving coastal g SARPC
habitats and establishing bird sanctuaries, see Uignre 58,

The event also features guest speakers and educational
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classes at the 5 Rivers facility. The event is spomsored by many public and private entities
throughout the State including the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaties, the Dauphin Island Sea Lab, ‘The Audubon Society, the Nature
Conservancy, NOAA, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 'Thousands of birders visit Dauphin
Island throughout the month of October, especially duting the Alabama Coastal Birdfest, to observe
over 348 species of birds from neo-tropical migrant species to coastal water species. Proceeds from
the Alabama Coastal Birdfest are used to preserve and protect bird habitat on the Alabama Gulf
Coast. Registration for this event typically occurs in July.

Hurrfcane Run

The annual Hurricane Run 5K and Fun Run, cootdinated by the Port City Pacers, begins and ends
at the Dauphin Island Sea Lab. The event, which is held every September, began in 1981, two years
after Husricane Fredetic devastated much of Dauphin Island and Mobile County. Proceeds benefit
the Dauphin Island Fire and Rescue Department. In 2011, the race attracted over 300 runners for
the 5K run.

Colonial Isle Dauphine

The “Colonial Isle Dauphine” is a living weekend at historic Fort Gaines featuring life on the Gulf
Coast before Fort Gaines was built. The event began in 1993 and draws hundreds of visitors to the
Island every year. Ovet the course of the two day event, Fort Gaines comes to life with re-enactors
dressed in pre-1840 attire and conducting daily activities of colonial life as it was in the 1800s.

Renaissance Festival “GATALOP 25%

The Gatalop Renaissance Festival is held every October at Historic Fort Gaines. This two day event
transforms the Fort into a medicval castle under siege over 700 years ago. The event includes
knights and ladies, flying banners, and festive pavilions with re-enactment battles, archery and
weapon competitions, blacksmithing, and other demonstrations that portray life in the Middle Ages.
The festival, which began in 1983, dtaws hundreds of visitors to the Island every year to celebrate
local Renaissance history.

Chiistmas ar the Fort

Christmas at the Fort is an annual event held at Historic Fort Gaines. Tt is a traditional Christinas
celebration patierned after a letter written home by James M. Willlams with the 21st Alabama
Infantty Volunteers stationed at Fort Gaines in 1861. This event features seashell ornament making,
a visit with father Noel, cooking demonstrations, candle dipping, and blacksmithing. The event
began in 1984 and kicks off the Island’s Christmas festivities the first weekend of December.

Dauphin Island Christmas Parade and Chiistmas Pageant

The Dauphin Tsland Christmas Parade and Pageant are held annually in December. The Dauphin
Island Christmas Patade route starts at Cadillac Square Patk, travels west down Bienville Boulevard
and ends at the Little Red School House. Hundreds of Island resideats and visitors line the parade
route to catch holiday candy and favors. The Dauphin Island Christmas Pageant, held the same
weekend of the parade, has several categoties and titles. There is Little Miss Dauphin Island (Ages 5-
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7), Sweet Miss Dauphin Island (Ages 8-10), Jr. Miss Dauphin Island (Ages 11-13) and Miss Dauphin
Island (Ages 14-18). 'The competition rules vary within the different categories and from vear to
year.

Attractiorns

The Dauphin Island Sea Lab and Estuatium

The Geotge F. Crozier Estuarium, housed at the Dauphin Island Sea Lab, is located at 101 Bienville
Boulevard on 36 actes of land on the northeast end of the Island. 'The public aquarium showcases
Mobile Bay, the fourth largest estuary system in the United States, and includes the plants, animals,
and other natural resources found in the Fstuary and its surrounding marine habitats. The facility is
open seven days a week and includes a 10,000 squate foot exhibit hall with live animals, bookstore,
gift shop and a living marsh boardwalk. The Estuarium is part of the Dauphin Island Sea Lab,
Alabama’s primary marine educational rescarch facility. Mote information on the Sea Lab can be
found in the Community Facilities and Services section of this Comprehensive Plan.

‘The Hstuarium welcomed over 69,550 visitors in 2011. Visitors and students generate a
considerable amount of revenue for the Town of Dauphin Tsland. The Sea Lab and Estuarium
continue to grow and thrive as one of the top Marine Science Institutions along the Gulf Coast.

Cedar Point Fishing Pier

The Cedar Point Pier is not actually on Dauphin Island but is located north of the Island, on a small
sttip of marsh land called Bay Point, or Cedar Point, in between the southern tip of Mobile County,
called Heron Point, and the Dauphin Island Causeway and Bridge. The Cedatr Point Fishing Pier
boasts as the longest privately owned fishing pier on the Gulf Coast and has been in place for over
40 years, even though it has been reconstructed many times due to hurricanes.

Thousands of residents and tourist visit the pier every year for some of the best fishing the Bay has
to offer. The pier is open year round, seven days a week, 24 houts a day and requires no individual
fishing license. Amenities include a boat launch, restrooms, bait and tackle, expert fishing advice,
and a convenience store with food, drinks, and ice. Cedar Point is also recognized as a gteat place to
observe water and migratory birds.

Classtfications and Level of Service

Park Classification and the Level of Service Standards provide communities with a method of
assessing their current park and recreational inventory and projecting improvements based on future
growth. This method is based on the National Park and Recreation Association (INPRA) guidelines
which consider the type, use, size, and service atea of patrks and tecreational facilities. Future
demand for parks and recreation facilitics is based on comparing projected populations with
recognized level of scrvice standards and responding to changing trends. Future needs are also
directly influenced by population characteristics of the community. For example, communitics with
more children require more outdoor recreational opportunites within a comfortable walking
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distance from home. Communities with more seniors can benefit from having more passive pasks
near residential areas, senior centers, and transit to accommodate their activitics.

Park Classifications and Types

The following park classifications were based on the NPRA standards and modified to
accommodate Dauphin Tsland’s current patk and recreational inventory as well as future poals for
improvements.

o Mini-Parks — Mini parks or “pocket parks,” serve a limited or concentrated population, usually a
neighborhood, residential district, or commercial area and provide an urban green space within a
densely developed area. Amenities might include a walking path, landscaping, patk benches, and
picnic tables. The setvice area is usually less than %4 mile radius.

e Neighborhood Parks — Neighborhood patks serve residential neighborhoods in developed areas
and are intended to receive a high level of use. They typically have a landscaped walking path
that can withstand the impacts of heavy foot traffic and should be connected to the
community’s sidewalk network. Amenities might include an open grass lawn, playgrounds,
basketball coutts, pool, tennis court, pavilions, etc. The service arca is usually less than %2 miles
radius. ‘The desirable size of the patk is between 5 and 20 acres.

e Community Parks — Community parks are large parks intended to serve the entite community
and meet the recreational needs of multiple neighborhoods. They should be located adjacent to
major arterials or other collector streets to provide easy vehicular and pedesttian access. They
should be connected to linear trails and greenways throughout the region and developed around
the natural resources of the community. Amenities include sports complexes, ball fields,
basketball courts, tennis coutts, playgrounds, splash pads, pavilions, disc-golf coutse, etc. The
service area is usually a one to two mile radius.

e Regional Parks - Regional parks are large recreational areas usually developed atound an area’s
natural resources and they serve entire regions, including several municipalities.  They may be
county, state, ot federally operated, but should connect to smaller community patks via
greenways or trails to create regional linkage. Atmenities include spotts complexes, ball fields,
tennis courts, pool, playground, hiking trails, mountain biking trails, camping facilities, disc-golf
coutse, etc. 'The service area is usually at least a five mile radius or more.

e Linear Parks, Greenways and T'tails — provide linkages between other parks and/or points of

interest. The setvice atea and size varies from neighborhood greenways to regional pedestrian,
bicyclist, and cquestrian trails.
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